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“There is a subtle, but extremely important, difference 

between an institution that ‘listens’ to students and 

responds accordingly, and an institution that gives 

students the opportunity to explore areas that they 

believe to be significant, to recommend solutions and 

to bring about the required changes. The concept of 

‘listening to the student voice’ – implicitly if not 

deliberately – supports the perspective of student as 

‘consumer’, whereas ‘students as change agents’ 

explicitly supports a view of the student as ‘active 

collaborator’ and ‘co-producer’, with the potential for 

transformation.”

(Dunne in Foreword to Dunne and Zandstra, 2011, 4)
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What is Active Student Participation?

“Active student participation refers to both students as a resource 

in each other's learning (peer-to-peer learning) and students who are 

co-creators in the planning, implementation and evaluation of 

education.” (Vice Chancellor's decision)

“It involves people from similiar social groupings who are not 

professional teachers helping each other to learn and learning

themselves by so doing” (Topping 2005:631)



Active student participation

Within a

course

Within

a program

Outside 

Class

Planning,

evaluation and

examination
Inter-

disciplinary
Collaboration

with society



• Note-taking

relay

• Teacher for a 
day

• Missing
perspective

• ”Study
zombies”

• Mentorship

• Supplemental
instruction

• Studentlotsar

• The Reflecting 

Engineer

• Uppsalingo

• UU-debate club

• CEMUS 

• Experts in 
teams

• Model UN

• Homework
support

• Student-
ambassadors

• Peer-review

• Students 
create exam
questions

• Students’ as 
consultants

Students take

responsibility

for their own

learning and 

the learning of

their peers

Senior 

students 

take

responsibility

for the learning

of newer

students

Students as

Tutors, role

models and 

mentors for 

pupils in 

school

Learning 

enhanced

through

inter-

disciplinary

collaboratio

ns

Partnership

between

students and 

teachers in 

planning, 

examination 

and 

evaluation

Student 

collaboration

for enhanced

learning

Examples of active student participation

at Uppsala University

Within a

course

Within

a program

Outside 

Class

Planning,

evaluation and

examination
Inter-

disciplinary
Collaboration

with society



Focus Questions

• How to incorporate more ASP into core activities at 

Uppsala University?

• How can we get more staff and students to discuss 

teaching and learning together?

• How can we involve more students?
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Harden, R.M and 

Crosby. J (2000)

The twelve roles of the teacher



Bovill, C. and Bulley, C. J. (2011)
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1. Shock: "I don't believe it - we have to do homework in groups and she isn't 

going to lecture on the chapter before the problems are due?"

2. Denial: "She can't be serious about this - if I ignore it, it will go away."

3. Strong emotion: "I can't do it - I'd better drop the course and take it next 

semester" or "She can't do this to me - I'm going to complain to the 

department head!" 

4. Resistance and withdrawal: "I'm not going to play her dumb games –

I don't care if she fails me." 

5. Surrender and acceptance: "OK, I think it's stupid but I'm stuck with it and 

I might as well give it a shot." 

6. Struggle and exploration: "Everybody else seems to be getting this-

maybe I need to try harder or do things differently to get it to work for me." 

7. Return of confidence: "Hey, I may be able to pull this off after all-I think 

it's starting to work." 

8. Integration and success: "YES! This stuff is all right - I don't understand 

why I had so much trouble with it before." 

Student centered teaching for teacher 

centered students

Felder & Brent (1996) 



Staff and students wanted for 

unpredictable journey. No extra 

pay or resources, likely 

discomfort, long periods of 

complete confusion, constant 

existential crisis, safe passage 

possible. Unlikely return to 

normal teaching. 

Transformation and lifelong 

learning in case of success. 



• How can we increase students’ awareness of the pedagogical 

choices in teaching and awareness of their own learning process?

• How can different ways in which students are active be a resource for 

other students’ learning?

• In which ways can students’ knowledge about learning be a resource 

for teachers?

What is Active Student Participation?


