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Background

• In 2015 the Nordic Council of Ministers appointed an ad hoc group

for quality in higher education to discuss and review common

challenges related to quality in HE 

← increasingly important for the Nordic HE to be able to 

demonstrate its strengths & to encourage mobility

• The task was also to propose new forms of Nordic cooperation

• As one reference point functioned the new Standards and Guidelines

for Quality Assurance in the EHEA (ESG), esp. Part 1



Working of the group

• Representatives from all the Nordic countries and self-governing

regions except Åland; experts from HEIs, government agencies, 

ministries, QA agencies

• Prepared country reports, organised meetings and workshops with

local experts (academics, students, external stakeholders) in 

Helsinki, Copenhagen, Oslo and Stockholm

• Two reports

1. The Nordic higher education landscape & challenges in 

relation to quality of higher education

2. Student-centred approach as a tool in developing the quality

of degree education



Challenges in degree education

• HE sector in the Nordic countries undergone a series of national reforms

• At first glance relatively similar Nordic systems of HE – actually

characterised by differences in terms of systems, structures and policies

• The international landscape is the same for all the Nordic countries

• Education affected by the increasing diversity of student population, new

forms of delivery enabled by technology, demands of the competences

needed in the labour market etc.

• Learning-outcomes-based /competence-based approach high on the

agenda; moving away from discipline-based degree structures

• Strong emphasis on student-centred approach, flexible learning paths, 

individual needs of students, generic skills etc. → development of 

university pedagogy and teachers’ pedagogical skills needed



Student-centred approach

• Shift from teacher-/knowledge-centred towards more learner-focused

approach (EHEA communiques, revised ESG 2015: student-centred

learning as a standard for internal quality assurance)

• An umbrella term for quite different ways of organising teaching, 

learning activities and assessment

• Students as active participants in their own learning; different learners & 

learning styles

• Teacher’s role to be a facilitator: to improve student’s learning as well as the

teacher’s own teaching

• Encourages teachers and students to try innovative, new methods and ideas

(new types of learning environments, both physical and virtual needed)

• Integrates students into the academic community, increases motivation and 

engagement, decreases drop-out rates, promotes deep learning



Student-centred approach in the Nordic countries

• Challenges and views on student-centred approach widely shared in the
Nordic countries, but there is no one model

• Long-standing tradition of student participation in institutional decision-
making and development of HE at national and institutional levels

• Implementation of student-centred approach will help to develop new
environments for active student participation

• Students should take responsibility for their own learning process; they are
also resources for each other’s learning

• Student-centred approach will change the role and even identity of 
university teachers → need for educational leadership in facilitating the
cultural change

• Student-centred approach as a standard in ESG → should also be
addressed in national external QA systems



Possible forms of Nordic cooperation

• Issues for research and sharing of experiences, expertise and good
practices, e.g.
• Changing roles of teachers and students

• Pedagogical development

• Strengthening educational leadership

• Developing learning environments, incl. use of new technologies

• Developing methods for external evaluation of the quality of teaching and 
learning

• Fora for cooperation:
• Joint development projects

• Research projects on the quality of teaching and learning (NordForsk)

• Annual Nordic conferences on the quality of teaching and learning

• The ad hoc group will continue as an informal professional network


