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Abstract

Holopainen, J. 2016. Vocational competence in Vocational Qualification in Music. Helsinki:  
Finnish Education Evaluation Centre

The evaluation focuses on vocational competence in the upper secondary level Vocational  
Qualification in Music. Evaluation data was obtained from vocational skills demonstrations and 
from supplementary data describing the arrangement of such demonstrations. The results describe 
grades awarded for vocational skills demonstrations and activities relating to the arrangement of 
skills demonstrations. The evaluation focused on all students who had started studying towards 
a Vocational Qualification in Music in vocational upper secondary education and training (VET) 
in autumn 2012 and on all units providing such VET programmes. Evaluation material was col-
lected over the entire duration of the programmes until the end of spring term 2015. Informa-
tion on grades and quantitative data on arrangement of vocational skills demonstrations were  
supplemented with self-assessments of VET providers. In addition, the evaluation involved  
analysing the vocational skills demonstration plans and the descriptions of skills demonstrations 
approved by the institutional bodies responsible for demonstrations. In the analysis of the data 
and results, the evaluation team drew on the expertise of teachers working in the field.

Evaluation of learning outcomes was based on vocational skills demonstrations, thus focusing 
on vocational competence. The evaluation was based on the vocational skills requirements and  
assessment criteria specified for the programme in the Qualification Requirements. In  
demonstrations, the assessment of learning focuses on mastering the work process, working 
methods, tools and materials and the underpinning knowledge of the work and key competences 
for lifelong learning. In other words, the Qualification Requirements functioned as a key starting 
point for evaluation.

Evaluation data was collected from all training providers (17). Information about learning  
outcome results was supplied by 15 (88%) of training providers. The data covered 251 students 
and 1,000 skills demonstrations. The evaluation also focused on special needs students. The data 
only included information about individual special needs students’ demonstrations. It included 
skills demonstration plans from 14 VET providers and 890 descriptions of skills demonstrations. 
Self-assessment data was submitted by 15 providers.

The grades for the demonstrations of vocational competence by the music industry students 
were excellent. About two thirds of the students (68%) received a grade of “excellent” for the  
demonstration part of the qualification, 29 per cent had a grade of “good” and 3 per cent  
“satisfactory”. The most frequent grade in all aspects of students’ competence was “excellent” and 
the students performed almost equally well in all aspects of the evaluation. The demonstrations 
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showed a good measure of competence in the industry. The competence of men and women was 
at the same level on average. Differences were found in the grades awarded between VET providers.

The working life relevance of the programmes was seen to be quite good in the education and 
training for the Music Industry. Over one third (37%) of the music industry demonstrations 
were carried out in a working environment and almost half in the educational institutions. The 
demonstrations in the educational institutions were regarded as corresponding to real working 
life situations. 39 per cent of the demonstrations were carried out as part of work-based learning. 
According to the education providers, there were a few more demonstration places available 
that met the objectives of the qualification than there were work-based places. Representatives 
from professional life took part in the evaluation of most (88%) of the demonstrations. The  
professional competence of teachers in the sector were often current and the teachers evaluated 
the demonstrations taking the role of representatives of professional life.

Pedagogical activities were not found to show a statistically significant correlation with the learning 
outcomes. On the other hand, the grades for demonstrations of professional competence were 
to some extent dependent on the evaluators. The evaluation emphasised the importance of the 
evaluation skills of teachers and representatives from professional life, as well as the importance 
of consistency in the interpretation of the criteria. The evaluations showed differences in the  
quality of the demonstrations and demonstration plans, the evaluation of lifelong learning key 
skills as well as in the activities of the institutional body responsible for demonstrations. It was also  
noted that there were development needs in the planning of education and the implementation of  
demonstrations among the representatives of the working life bodies that participated in the process. 

The evaluation highlighted development needs in respect of both the providers of vocational 
qualifications in the music industry as well as in education administration.




