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What is a Finnish Doctor? 

What is a Doctor?



Lucy works at Dean Street, an NHS HIV 
and Sexual Health clinic in the heart of 
London’s Soho area. 

• History

• Examination

• Investigations 

• Diagnosis 

• Prescribing 

• Treatment

• Screening

• Procedures

• Health Education
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Sir John Tooke, formerly Vice Provost (Health) at UCL, in 
his report Aspiring to Excellence (2008) wrote:

Medical workforce planning is hampered 
by lack of clarity regarding doctors’ roles. 

Without such definitions it is impracticable 
to pursue outcome focused medical 
education or attempt to plan the 
workforce.
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Sir John Tooke wrote (2008):

• “The doctor’s role as diagnostician and the handler 
of clinical uncertainty and ambiguity requires a 
profound educational base in science and evidence 
based practice as well as research awareness. 

• The doctor’s frequent role as head of the healthcare 
team and commander of considerable clinical 
resource requires that greater attention is paid to 
management and leadership skills regardless of 
specialism.” 
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Modernising Medical Careers (MMC) changed all aspects 
of medical training in the United Kingdom from its 
introduction in 2005.
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Curriculum Frameworks



UK GMC’s “Tomorrows Doctors”
• In 1993, the General Medical Council (GMC) 

published Tomorrow’s Doctors: This 
report recognised that there were 
disparities in what medical schools 
expected students to know on completing 
their final examinations and 
recommended that all medical schools 
moved towards working to a “core 
curriculum.”

• It has been updated and revised a number 
of times and the latest version “Outcomes 
for Graduates” came into effect on 1 
January 2016 
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The  General Medical Council regulates all stages 
of doctors' training and professional development 
in the UK.

Medical students are tomorrow’s 
doctors. In accordance with Good 
Medical Practice, graduates will make 
the care of patients their first 
concern, applying their knowledge 
and skills in a competent and 
ethical manner and using their ability 
to provide leadership and to analyse
complex and uncertain situations



Health Systems Science 
(HSS) provides an understanding 
of the role of human factors, 
leadership, management, systems 
engineering, teamwork, value 
based healthcare, and patient 
improvement strategies that will 
help transform the future of 
health care and ensure greater 
patient safety. 
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In the UK by 2019 there 
will be an annual intake of 

over 8,500 UK medical 
students into 39 Medical 
Schools ranging in size 
from an intake of 80 to 

400 students with a 
variety of curricula but 
all achieving the same 

GMC learning outcomes at 
graduation. 
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1. Through national collaboration involving all stakeholders 
define what is a “Finnish doctor” at graduation.

2. Develop shared national core programme outcomes

3. Work together to develop a shared curriculum model 
which ensures all the outcomes are achieved and which 
integrates and builds upon knowledge, skills and 
behaviours. 

The Finnish Doctor 
Next Steps:
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