
7

Abstract

Publisher
Finnish Education Evaluation Centre (FINEEC)

Title of publication
Learning outcomes in Swedish language and literature in 
the final stage of basic education in 2019

Authors
Jan Hellgren & Jukka Marjanen

This learning outcomes evaluation in Swedish language and literature was conducted in the spring 
of 2019 in 15 Swedish-language schools in Finland. A total of 927 pupils who had completed 
nearly nine years of basic education participated in the evaluation. The sampling represents 32 % 
of schools with instruction in grades 7–9 and 28 % of the pupils in grade 9 in Swedish Finland. A 
parallel evaluation in Finnish language and literature was conducted in Finnish-language schools. 

The purpose of the evaluation was to chart how well the pupils achieved the targets laid out in 
the National Core Curriculum for Basic Education 2014 (NCC 2014) in the syllabus for Swedish 
language and literature at the end of the basic education. The purpose was also to provide 
information on equality in the education system. 

The evaluation was conducted on a digital platform in the spring of 2019. The focus was on three 
areas: To interpret texts (read), To produce texts (write) and Linguistic knowledge (linguistic 
correctness, knowledge of language and language awareness). The area To produce texts was charted 
more comprehensively and is presented in this report and the separate bilingual collection of 
articles Kirjoitan, siis ajattelen: Näkökulmia kirjoittamisen opetukseen – Jag skriver, alltså tänker jag: 
Perspektiv på skrivpedagogik (I write, therefore I think: Perspectives on writing pedagogy, 2020) 
which can be found on the FINEEC website. 

The evaluation was the seventh national evaluation of learning outcomes in mother tongue and 
literature, which has been conducted since 1999. Beginning in 2014, the syllabus in question was 
called Swedish language and literature. During the evaluation, information was collected on, for 
example, the pupils’ language background, reading and media habits and instruction in Swedish 
language and literature. Information from pupils, teachers and principals was also collected.
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The outcomes in the evaluation were rated on a scale of 4–10, with the average evaluation 
outcome being 7.9. As in all previous evaluations in Mother tongue and literature, girls performed 
significantly better than boys. The difference between the outcomes of girls and boys was 0.8 
grade points throughout the evaluation. The average was 8.3 for girls and 7.5 for boys. A total of 
55 % of the girls and 34 % of the boys exceeded the outcome limit of 8. The differences within 
the area To produce texts were considerable. 

There were also clear differences in the outcomes between various types of communication: The 
extremes were girls in urban areas and boys in rural areas. The differences between girls and boys 
and various types of communication were evident mostly within the regions of Southern, Western 
and Central Finland, but not between them. Pupils in Swedish-language schools performed on a 
par with pupils in Finnish-language schools in the tasks also included in the parallel evaluation 
Suomen kieli ja kirjallisuus (Finnish language and literature). The report also compares outcomes 
with earlier evaluations, which also clearly show, among other things, a decrease in reading books 
during the 2000s. 

The analysis of outcomes and various background variables revealed that, for example, pupils 
aiming to attend upper secondary school had better outcomes than pupils aiming to attend 
vocational school. The clearest connection involved the pupils’ attitudes toward study and the 
experience of enjoying, mastering and making use of the subject. There was a clear connection 
between the attitudes toward writing and outcomes. The more positive the attitude, the better 
the outcome. In addition to this, the connection between stronger outcomes and reading more 
books was unmistakable. However, speaking Swedish in one’s free time had a minimal impact 
on outcomes, which suggests that it is primarily factors other than casual language usage that 
affect learning outcomes in Swedish language and literature. 

Although the evaluation results largely correspond with findings in previous evaluations and 
analyses conducted in the 2000s, this evaluation highlighted the polarization between urban and 
rural areas as a risk factor that should be followed up in future evaluations. The conclusions drawn 
in the report point out the importance of always taking regional equality into consideration when 
planning national and regional measures and initiatives in order to avoid accentuating polarization 
within the Swedish-language school network. Furthermore, it is recommended that, for example, 
more systematic and long-term writing instruction in basic education is needed, and better, more 
regularly available continuing education opportunities for all mother tongue teachers in Swedish 
Finland must be developed. 
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